Arts & Entertainment
Art
Note to the reader: in the PNI, any article that talks about an artist who
has lived, worked or studied in Pasadena is given the subject heading
of Artist. An article about an artist that is having a show here in Pasadena, but has not lived, worked or studied here does not get the subject
heading of Artist. Like every other search term Artist can be combined
with any other term to get subsets of interesting articles such as African
Americans or Hispanic Americans.

H

ere is a non-comprehensive list of artists and arts institutions that
I think may be of interest (remember the format for the PNI is last
name, comma space, first name space, middle name or initial. We use
first names, if known. Otherwise it’s Mrs. Husband’s first name.) Or you could
just enter the name of the person or group as they are given below.
Acker, Herbert Van Blarcom Founding charter member of the Pasadena
Society of Artists with a very cool name.
Altoon, John Altoon's work was influenced by the Abstract Expressionism
Movement although he is best known for his figurative colored drawings of
the 1960s.
Aparicio-Chamberlin, Vibiana A Latina “Artist for Justice” who is a
painter, printmaker, and mural artist. In addition, she uses art and storytelling
to teach at-risk youngsters how to read and write.
Armory Center for the Arts The Armory Center for the Arts has been
at the forefront of art education in southern California for more than 60 years.
It originated as the education department of the Pasadena Art Museum in
1947. Classes were led by artists whose teaching concepts grew out of the
museum's exhibitions of modern art. The education program became known
as the Pasadena Art Workshops after the museum closed in 1974. In 1989,
the Pasadena Art Workshops found a new home and changed its name to the
Armory Center for the Arts after renovating and moving into the National
Guard Armory.
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Art Center College of Design A premier school of fine art, design and
automobile design. Moved to Pasadena in 1976.
19. What is the last name of a Nobel Prize winner in physics who was also seen frequently painting
along the Arroyo Seco in the 1920’s?
answer: ___________________
help: Arroyo Seco then physics (or Nobel Prize)

Arts Commission An advisory body to the City Council responsible for
promoting art and art education throughout the city
Askin, Walter Is known for his imaginative and satirical paintings, sculptures and graphic works.
Aoki, Toshio Artist whose work was popular among the elite. Died in 1912.
Barthe, Richmond Was an African-American sculptor known for his
many public works, including the Toussaint L’Ouverture Monument in
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, and a sculpture of Rose McClendon for Frank Lloyd
Wright’s Fallingwater House.
Berkman, Stephen A photographer who uses Ambrotype process to create
images that look old with modern or futuristic elements.
20. Robert Lang, a California Institute of Technology graduate, combines the study of physics with the
art of:
a. Ceramics.
b. Kinetic sculpture.
c. Kite design and flying.
d. Origami.
help: Lang, Robert

Batchelder, Ernest Was an
artist and educator who made
Southern California his home in
the early 20th century. He is
famous as a maker of art tiles
and as a leader in the American
Arts and Crafts Movement.
ppd_753 Earnest Allen
Batchelder House located
at 626 S. Arroyo.
Bischoff, Franz A. Was first
widely regarded as America's
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foremost china painter and soon earned the
nickname "King of the Rose Painters." Later,
he became known as one of the West's foremost Impressionists.
Blanco-Flores, Deborah Only artist on
this list also voted best bartender by the readers of the Pasadena Weekly.
Brown, Benjamin Chambers Was a wellknown California Impressionist landscape
artist. Brown was known as the "Dean of Pasadena Painters" and the "Patriarch of Pasadena."
ppl_10901. Benjamin Chambers Brown, 1923.

ppl_88. Pasadena City Hall, circa 1940.
Suggested activity: google and find examples of the work of
Benjamin Chambers Brown and Vibiana Aparicio-Chamberlin. Then, using
this photo ppl_88 below as the original, make the same image in each of their
styles.
245

Brown, Howell C. Brother to Benjamin,
above. Also an artist, primarily an etcher,
also an engineer and member of the Tournament of Roses Association.
ppl_10728. Mr. Howell C. Brown, one of
California’s talented etchers, 1920.
Butler, Edward B. Banker, then an artist.
77. “Play Me, I’m Yours’” was a public art piece in 2012
involving
a. Batting cages.
b. Etch-a-Sketches.
c. Pianos.
d. Zip wires.
help: Search by phrase Play me, I

Bunkall, Richard Proto steampunk style and Art Center teacher.
Bustos, Rey Teacher, painter, omelet maker best known for his Anatomy for
Artists book, but his surreal images of City Hall are interesting.
Carr, Jack Carr ran the Jack Carr Gallery in Pasadena, California from
at least 1952 through 1976 where he gave one-man shows to many fellow
modernist artists including Karl Benjamin, Anya Fisher and Duval Eliot. A
long time member of the Pasadena Society of Artists, he served as the group’s
president 1962-63.
Carroll, Akeke Contemporary African-American multi media artist.
Carmelita Park For many years a community art center and museum.
Even longer a proposed greater art hub. Earliest article with this as an idea
dates from1904 in the PNI. Currently, the Norton Simon Museum is there.
Chamberlin, Frank Tolles Was an American painter, muralist, sculptor, and
art teacher. Noted feminist Charlotte Perkins Gilman was his mother-in-law.
114. Which city department’s main building has a piece of art by “the Godfather of California Light and
Space”?
a. Fire.
b. Library.
c. Police.
d. Public Works.
help: Search by phrase godfather of California

Clark, Alson Skinner Was an American Impressionist painter best
remembered for his landscapes.
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ppd_2245. Alson Clark Studio 790 N. Pasadena Avenue circa 1985.
Suggested activity: google and find examples of the work of Richard
Bunkall and Alson Clark Skinner. Then, using this photo ppl_705 below as
the original, make the same image in their styles.

ppl_705. Colorado Street Bridge construction, 1913.
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Cresson, Margaret French Daughter of noted sculptor Daniel Chester
French, she was a noted sculptor in her own right.
Cunliffe, Patricia An artist, freelance journalist (for the Pasadena Weekly)
and independent filmmaker, who started out by making costumes.
Daggett, Maude E. A sculptor. Creator of the Peter Pan fireplace in the
children’s Room of the Pasadena Public Library.

ppl_845. Max posing as one of the Lost Boys for Maude Daggett for her Peter
Pan mantle in the Pasadena Public Library. Courtesy of the Maxwell &
Gwendolyn Mackerras Collection, 1923?
De Wolf, Wallace L. Millionaire artist, committed suicide.
Eskridge, Robert Lee Works Progress Administration muralist.
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116. Paul Rogers is an artist who brings Santa to life in
a. Balloons.
b. Murals.
c. Person.
d. Stamps.
help: Rogers, Paul

Formhals, Henry Martin Nationally syndicated cartoonist with strips
such as Ella Cinders, Joe Jinks and Freckles and his Friends. Also lettered in
football at PHS in 1925.
Frost, A. B. Was an early American illustrator, graphic artist, and comics
writer. He was also well known as a painter. Frost's work is well known for its
dynamic representation of motion and sequence. Frost is considered one of
the great illustrators in the "Golden Age of American Illustration"
Gaze, Harold Children’s illustrator specializing in fantasy. Also an author
of children’s books.
Suggested activity: google and find images of A. B. Frost and Harold
Gaze. Then, using this image ppl_ 9582 as the original, make a copy of the
image in each of their styles.

ppl_9582. “Fairyland” 1949 Rose Parade float from the city of Sierra Mardre.
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Gearhart, Frances Hammell Printmaker whose artwork displayed in the
Children’s Room at the Central Library.
Gonzalez, Frank Taught art and mural painting both here and in Mexico.
He also designed Mexico’s Rose Parade Floats in 1951 and 1952.
Hansen, Ejnar Ejnar Hansen was a notable figure painter in Southern
California during the years between the wars. Hansen’s art was generally
somber, moody, and tending toward the melancholy in tone and was a
modernist in its manipulation of form, space, and composition in technique.
Hobbs, Russell World War Two and Korean vet uses pen and ink on paper.
138. (Fill in the blank.) Benjamin Chambers Brown donated some of his paintings to give aid to the
_____ in 1917.
a. Belgians.
b. Dutch.
c. French.
d. Russians.
help: Limit by date to 1917, then brown, ben

Hunt, Jane Her watercolors, donated to the Pasadena Pubic Library in
1908, can be viewed on the PDHC web site with the search term Jane Hunt
Collection. OR google jane hunt artist Pasadena. Very nice watercolors
of the California missions at the turn of the century. (They look much
better in color on the internet)

ppl_11031. Front corridor San Fernando Mission (1880-1895) by Jane Hunt.
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Jonason, David David Jonason utilizes his keen artistic, talent and combines
his a love of architecture, landscape and design to create evocative paintings that
transcend the angles and shapes of his subject scenes – unadulterated nature
itself. He describes his innovative style as “contemporary cubism”.
Suggested activity: google and find examples of the work of Jane Hunt
and David Jonason. Using this photo ppl_ 25 below as the starting point,
make a copy of the image in each of their styles.

ppl_25. Colorado Street Bridge, circa 1915
Kidspace A museum meant for children to play and learn at the same time.
Kosleck, Martin German actor who left Germany because of the Nazis.
Supported himself at the Pasadena Playhouse by painting, then later by
playing Nazis in films.
Kroll, Tony Engraver who did the bookplate for Pope John Paul II
Lapson, Mildred PCC instructor and successful artists whose art is held by
more than fifty major museums and galleries.
Light Bringer Project A Pasadena-based arts organization founded in 1990
by residents who were exploring the historic contributions that artists, architects
and craftsmen made to the local environment.
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Mannheim, Jean Born in Germany in 1863, trained in Paris, and touched
by the American Midwest, Jean Mannheim settled in Pasadena in 1908 and
quickly became a major figure in California's art community.
ppl_10756. Jean Mannheim in
his studio, Pasadena, 1920.
Suggested activity:
google and find examples of
the works of Jean Mannheim
and Akeke Carroll. Using this
photo pcc_TH_194 below as
the start, make a copy of the
image in each of their styles.
pcc_TH_194. Girl seated on
rock. No date.

139. Like many other artists whose paintings now sell
for lots of money, when he was alive, Benjamin Charles
Brown depended on who for sales?
a. Investors.
b. People of good taste.
c. Rich people.
d. Tourists.
help: brown, ben then sales

McBride, Clifford Nationally syndicated
cartoonist who had a St. Bernard named
“Napoleon” and an owner named “Uncle Elby.”
McBride, Eva Was a painter of talent and
a founder and active supporter of the
Pasadena Art Institute. Her son was a pilot
killed during World War One.
252

Medearis, Roger Was an American Regionalist.
Meo, Yvonne Cole African American Mixed Media artist starting in the 1970’s.
Miller, Ruth Won a Silver Medal in the 1932 Olympics for painting.
Moon, Carl In 1907, he moved into the Grand Canyon headquarters of
Fred Harvey to manage Harvey's art business. He took many photographs and
films of Pueblo Indians. In 1911, he married artist Grace Purdie and settled in
Pasadena. He focused on landscape painting and illustrating children's stories
co-authored with his wife.
Moore, Eudora Revolutionary craft curator and early promoter of California
design. First president of Pasadena Art Alliance.
258.

I taught art at Pasadena Poly High School
I served in the military in the Second World War
My first name was Milford
What is my last name?
Answer: _____________
help: Pasadena poly high then milford

Nelson, Kenton Reminiscent of the great era of American scene painting
and the WPA movement, his work has been known to annoy city leaders.
NewTown NewTown is a dedicated consortium of accomplished professional
artists and artist/administrators - musicians, dancers, film and video makers
and visual artists - all of whom donate their time to ensure new creative
opportunities for their colleagues throughout Southern California.
Nicholson, Grace Art collector and dealer in both Native American art
form the southwest and from Asia. Her house is now the Pacific Asia Museum.

ppl_3668. Interior
courtyard of
the Grace
Nicholson Building,
1924-1943?
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Norton Simon Museum In 1974 Norton Simon gave money to Pasadena Art
Museum, and got to rename the building after himself. The museum retains
many of the modern pieces from the PAM, while adding many older works
from Europe and Asia. This is the brown building you see when the Rose
Parade is on TV.
Oller, Erika Contemporary watercolorist and book illustrator whose
illustrations portray the humorous nature of people and their pets. In her
own fun loving way she captures the zany side of everyday life.
Ota, K. A Japanese American photographer whose work appeared at the
British Photographic Society in 1928.
301.

I made a Central Library frieze,
of a boy who does what he please.
My first name is Maude.
My sculptures were quite Mod,
and my middle initial is the letter ____
Answer: __________
help: maude then frieze

Pacific Asia Museum Located in the former Grace Nicholson Building, the
museum was Established in 1971 as one of few U.S. institutions dedicated to the
arts and culture of Asia and the Pacific Islands. The museum’s mission is to
further intercultural understanding through the arts of Asia and the Pacific
Islands.
Paige, David Abbey Artist with the Byrd Expedition who received the
Congressional Medal of Honor.
Parker, Lawton S. His obituary proclaimed him one of the greatest figure
painters in America, citing his being the first American to win the Gold Medal
of the Paris Salon in 1913.
Pasadena Academy of Fine Arts Associated with the Stickney Memorial
School of Fine Arts 1932-1932.
Pasadena Art Alliance Women supporting the arts since 1955.
Pasadena Art Fair Citations in the PNI from 1947 - 1974.
Pasadena Art Institute The Institute was founded in 1922 and incorporated
two years later on August 14, 1924 as a privately endowed, nonprofit institution.
Originally comprised of local citizens, the primary goals of the Institution were
to establish and maintain a museum and library of art as well as encourage the
study of fine arts. At times using the space at Carmelita, and other times the
space at the Grace Nicholson Building. In 1954 the name changed to Pasadena
Art Museum and the focus shifted toward modern art. The Pasadena Art
Museum opened the building that now houses the Norton Simon Museum in
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1969. In 1974 Norton Simon assumed the financial obligations of the museum
and in 1975 the building was renamed The Norton Simon Museum.

ppl_462. Grace Nicholson Building housing the Pasadena Art Institute, circa
1950. Note faded lettering on the side of the building.
405. What happened to 15 houses in October 1967 demonstrated that you really shouldn’t build houses
in Pasadena made from
a. Adobe.
b. Hemp.
c. Ice.
d. Tires.
help: Search by phrase 15 then houses

Pasadena Art Museum See Pasadena Art Institute.
Pasadena Art Night Dating back to 2000 in the PNI. Free admission to
Pasadena cultural institutions at a night in fall and spring.
Pasadena Arts Council Since 1964, a non-governmental, not-for-profit
organization that provides resources, programs and services to artists, arts
and cultural organizations, audiences, young people and visitors to Pasadena.
The agency offers an independent voice for promoting a vibrant cultural community by facilitating, empowering and advocating for the arts.
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Pasadena Artists Associates Active 1947-1974 and associated with the
Pasadena Art Fair
Pasadena Festival of the Arts 1964-2012 in the PNI.
Pasadena Museum of California Art Is dedicated to the exhibition of
California art, architecture, and design from 1850 to the present. My favorite
place to see things that are always interesting.
647. In 1915 what Pasadena artist was called by the Pasadena Star ‘America’s leading portrait painter’?
a. Benjamin Brown
b. C. P. Townsley
c. Elmer Wachtel
d. Jean Mannheim
help: artist then leading portrait

Pasadena Society of Artists Founded in 1925, the Pasadena Society of
Artists is one of the area’s original professional artist groups. The Society is
noted for its vigorous, active membership, wide diversity of artistic statement,
and high professional standards. Membership is by juried submission.
Pasadena Spring Fine Arts and Crafts Fair 1996 – 2004 in the PNI.
Pashgian, Helen Member of L. A.’s Light + Space movement.
Paszthory, Arpad de Portrait painter of the rich and famous in the 1930’s.
Lived at 335 Easy Mountain Street.
Plumb, Charles Cartoonist and originator of the Ella Cinders comic strip.
Ramirez, Jose Chicano artist and educator.
Roden, Steve 1989 MFA Art Center, many exhibitions. An American sound
and visual artist, who pioneered the lowercase style of music, where quiet
sounds are amplified amid long stretches of silence.
690.

I’ve been called Grace.
I’ve been called Pasadena Art Museum.
Now I am called Norton.
Do you know where I now Be-un?
Answer: ______________ (three words)
help: Pasadena art museum then Norton

Rogers, Paul artist whose works appears on postage stamps.
Suggested activity: google and find examples of the work of Charles
Plumb and Paul Rogers. Then using this photo PCC_CA000031 on the next
page as an example, make a copy of the image in each of their styles.
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PCC_CA000031. Cathy Herr, Lady Lancers swimmer from Pasadena City
College, 1986.
Rose, Guy Was an American Impressionist painter who is recognized as
one of California's top impressionist painters of the late 19th and early 20th
centuries.
Saar, Beyte Mixed race artist known for her work in the field of assemblage.
Saar was a part of the black arts movement in the 1970s, challenging myths
and stereotypes. In the 1990s, her work was politicized while she continued to
challenge the negative ideas of African Americans.
Sakai, Stanley Is a third-generation Japanese American Cartoonist comic
book creator. He is best known as the creator of the comic series Usagi Yojimbo.
Sheets, Millard Was an American painter and a representative of the
California School of Painting. Later a teacher and educational director,
known for his murals in banks.
333. The cannon (artillery) at Caltech has never been fired in anger. What war was it meant to have
been used in?
a. The Spanish-American War (1898).
b. The Punitive Expedition in Mexico (1916-1917).
c. World War One (1914-1918).
d. United States occupation of Haiti (1915-1934).
help: artillery then fired in anger
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Shaler, Clarence Addison Began his career as a manufacturer of
umbrellas, and he later made his fortune through the invention of vulcanized
tire patches. Later, he became a sculptor and then died after falling off a
balcony at the Castle Green.
Sharpe, Louis Hovey He sketched for a brief time on the Hopi reservation
in Arizona before moving to Pasadena, California in 1914. For the next 15
years he kept studios both in Pasadena and Taos, New Mexico.
Smith, F. Carl Noted painter 1910’s – 1930’s.
Stetson, Katherine Beecher Sculptor, founding charter member of the
Pasadena Society of Artists
Stickney Memorial School of Fine Arts Originally built in 1897 by
Susan Homer Stickney in memory of her sister and called the Stickney Art
Institute and located at the corner of N. Fair Oaks and Lincoln. Became
known as Stickney Hall around 1912 [or 1913]. In 1934 the original building
was razed and a new building, the Stickney Memorial School of Fine Art, was
built at Carmelita Park (Colorado Blvd. and Orange Grove) under the
auspices of the Pasadena Art Institute.
436. When the Flagstaff Memorial at the
corner of Colorado and Orange Grove
was dedicated
in 1927 to commemorate
Pasadena’s participation in World War
One, it was estimated that how many
men from Pasadena participated in the
War?
a. 24.
b. 240.
c. 2400.
d. 24000.
help: 1914-1918 then flagstaff
memorial

ppl_8168. The Goodhue
Flagpole, or the Pasadena
Memorial Flagpole, was
dedicated in 1927. Originally
in the middle of the
intersection of Orange
Grove and Colorado, it was
later moved to a nearby
corner. 1927.
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Stoddard, Joseph Art Center teacher who has published a book of his
watercolors views of Pasadena.
Stout, William Started working as at artist at Disneyland, now does
fantasy inspired works.
Suggested activity: google and find examples of the work of Joseph
Stoddard and William Stout. Then using this photo ppl_373 below as an
example, make a copy of the image in each of their styles.

ppl_373. “Peaceful Repose,” Wilson’s Peak, circa 1900.
Struzan, Drew An artist known for his
more than 150 movie posters, which include
all the films in the Indiana Jones, Back to the
Future, Rambo and Star Wars film series.
Tompkins, Florence J. Watercolorist
died 1963.
ppl_3652. Florence Tompkins, 1941.
Turner, Ray Art Center grad and teacher
paints with oil on glass of people both real
and imaginary.
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Suggested activity: google and find examples of the work of Drew
Struzman and Ray Turner. Then using this photo pmh_BH-L-24-18 as the
source, make a copy of this image in each of their styles.
pmh_BH-L-2418. Benjamin
McAdoo and
sister, Stella,
circa 1900.

Vroman, A. C. (Adam Clark) Owned a bookstore, took many photos
around Pasadena available on the PDHC.
Wachtel, Marion Kavanaugh Was a plein air painter in watercolors
and oils that lived and worked with her artist husband Elmer Wachtel in the
Arroyo Seco.
Wachtel, Elmer Husband to Marion, died in Mexico.
White, Charles White was a nationally famous African-American artist
who served as Chairman of the Drawing Department at the Otis Art Institute
in Los Angeles in the 1960s and 1970s.
Suggested activity: google and find examples of the work of Jean
Mannheim and Charles White.
Then using this photo ppl_3591
below as the source, make a copy
of this image in each of their styles.
ppl_3591. The tavern at Brookside
Park Plunge, which was for many
years a segregated facility. This
picture may be from around the
time it was reopened as an
integrated facility, June 7, 1947.
260

459. As a war memorial for World War Two, in 1948 the city was going to have Gordon Kaufmann
spend $35,000,000 on what?
a. An airport.
b. A fountain/water garden complex.
c. A library.
d. An opera house.
help: 1945 then 35,000,000

White, Orrin Was a California Plein-Air Painter who was known for his
depictions of the San Gabriel Mountains in the 1920’s and 1930’s.
Wood, Mark Watercolorist and Art Center grad, who started a gallery
called Fine Artists Factory in 2003.
Wineman, Mode Photographer
known for photos of Yosemite
1915-1933. Often his photos
were used by Presidents as gifts
to other world leaders.
Wright, James Couper
Watercolorist, teacher.
Zimmerman, Frederick A.
Founding member of Pasadena
Society of Artists.
Zorthian, Jerry Who earned
his own kaleidoscopic descriptives as the last bohemian, a
rustic latter-day Henri de
Toulouse-Lautrec or an ongoing
work of performance art.
ppl_10861. Famous smiles
caught by the camera at the
Maryland opening, 1922.
Orrin White, upper left.

Authors and Books
Note to the reader: in the PNI, any article that talks about an author
who has lived, worked or studied in Pasadena is given the subject heading
of Author. An article about an author that is having an event or reading
here in Pasadena, but has not lived, work or studied here does not get
the subject heading of Author. (They get the subject term Visitor.) Like
every other search term, Author can be combined with any other term to
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